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Even 10 years ago, before most of us were wired to computer
screens at work and home, a leading New Jersev case on
demonstrative evidence recognized the basic bottom line: “A
picture is worth a thousand words.” Travers v Packaging Industries Group, Inc. 242 N J.
Super. (Law. Div. 1992). People, which in our business means juries, can better under-
stand and accept what they see. Now more than ever, fast forwarded as we all are into
the future, that requires lawyers to get with the program. And the program is techno-
logical display of the visceral facts that make our case and break their defense.

Of course, all this adds yet another layer of trial preparation for lawyers, but there is no
other choice. At Blume Goldfaden this has led to several changes. In complex cases, we
now often take videotaped depositions of key defense witnesses. We also have in-house
video teleconferencing so we can take video depositions of distant witnesses without
incurring the additional cost of traveling. Both those techniques allow later display of
visual clips of helpful admissions or concessions at trial.

In many trials, in addition to traditional visual blow ups, we have a computer simula-
tion or a PowerPoint” display projected from a laptop computer. This creates several
complimentary visuals to reinforce our strong points and the opposition’s weak points.
We have our own computer-video projector and screen to facilitate trial presentations.
This allows us to create low tech blow ups and paper charts for one generation of
jurors, while at the same time providing high tech displays for generation xers.
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sitions, and expert diagrams were all pro-

jected many times during the trial to

illustrate the bus drivers excessive speed
and recklessness. The same material was
again visually summed up in a
PowerPoint display. The result was a
$1.25 million verdict.

Our lawyers remain directors and must
be the ones who choose which pages
among thousands visually tell the story
we need to tell and make the point we
need to drive home. However, we have
developed our own computer resources
and personnel to allow us to best present
any complex case that might be referred
Lo us.

Writing with papyrus, more than 2,350
ago, Aristotle recognized the
analytical impact all demonstrative

years

display aspires to: “We are more fully
persuaded if we consider a thing to have
been demonstrated.” Aristotle, Rhetoric.
Writing more than 150 years ago, Victor
Hugo recognized the additional emotional
dividend from demonstrative evidence:
“He does not weep who does not see.”
Victor Hugo, Les Miserables.

In 2003, with everyone used to getting
their news immediately from television
and computer screens, those universal
statements are truer than ever. That is
why we have invested in the equipment
and manpower necessary to visually and,
therefore, persuasively display complex
case issues. ®



This is a generic example of how medical illustrations off the Here, 2 slides in Truchan illustrate dangers in old car design with lap beélt
web can be used to make damages real for jury/judge/arbi- only seat belt in rear; that causes worse injury after crash.

trator. Use of this image resulted in maximum arbitrator
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med.04.html ® A crash test with three-point belted dummies in the front seat proved that a
passenger's shoulder strap safely rides down 1,802 pounds of force which
would otherwise catastrophically jackknife the passenger's upper body over
the lap belt without any protection.

In the image above, Truchan uses government crash tests of how much force
is absorbed from shoulder belt in later models and extrapolates. This is
what the unprotected stomach takes as it rides over the lap belt only.
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i ot g sssocrares. v 4 In the image below, '.'i'u.(‘hcm takes safety literature examples and puts
them in slide to show manufacturer and industry knew of this risk, but

still ignored it. Result here was $1.4 million settlement at arbitration.
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specialist Medical literature had illustrated the mechanism
of jackknifing and submarining injuries cuased

by lapbelts for 20 years prior to 1988.
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The result was a $1.4 million settlement of wrongful birth case e i
£ = \ ¢ Feh 1968 Gumler et al, Distraction Fractures of the Lumbar
Spine, The Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery,
Vol. 64, No. 5, 1982
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